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KEY FINDINGS

The coronavirus pandemic has been accompanied by an infodemic of misinformation. The
infodemic can weaken the confidence in global health authorities and reduce the
governments’ effort to combat the spread of the virus. Ultimately, the infodemic could cost

lives.

Therefore, we must fight misinformation on coronavirus, and the fight begins with
understanding how and why misinformation spreads.

This report contains an analysis based on more than 6 million data observations related to
misinformation and information from sources with low credibility on social media across
languages.

The conclusions are:

¢

Misinformation on coronavirus began with a few limited conspiracies that were
spread through fringe sites outside the mainstream.

Quickly, misinformation was spread to several languages and became an infodemic
that also entered the mainstream sites on social media.

The spread of misinformation often occurs as part of an argument on specific
political views or health related issues, which already has a large audience on social
media. This way of being integrated into existing views and issues could partly
explain the efficiency of spreading.

Political support groups, conspiracy theorists, alternative news pages and tabloid
media sites actively use the massive interest in the Coronavirus to attract attention.
The misinformation 'ecosystem' of each language and country varies, and these
national and linguistic characteristics must be considered in order to understand
how misinformation spreads online.

Italy was the country that was hit the hardest by coronavirus at the time of our data
collection, and Italians were most likely to engage with misinformation and
information from low credibility sources.

The harder we are hit by a catastrophe like a pandemic, the more likely we become
to interact with misinformation - and thus, the more effective misinformation
becomes.

Based on these conclusions, the report recommends governments to:

L

L

Assume responsibility for fighting misinformation and integrate it into the overall
fight against coronavirus.
Fight misinformation by targeting two problems:

The actual spread of misinformation on specific platforms

The underlying causes making people more likely to trust misinformation

The report proposes several specific initiatives as to how this can be carried out.

ANALYSE & TAL COMMON



THE STUDY

By early March 2020, the coronavirus pandemic gave rise to an infodemic of misinformation
spreading quickly on the major social media platforms and in different languages. Despite
extensive efforts of social media companies and to some extent governments,
misinformation spread exponentially through mid-March and the tendency has not yet been
reversed.

METHOD

We set out to investigate how misinformation spreads globally and to find explanations
that could help us understand how misinformation was spread. We wanted to understand
how the individual cases of misinformation were spread - but more interestingly, how
pieces of misinformation slipped into the news stream on the social media. Also, we wanted
to examine if misinformation grew in countries that were early victims of coronavirus with
the aim of allowing other countries to prepare themselves for a future surge.

We took a point of departure in 136 domains that the independent news organization and
Internet Trust Tool NewsGuard (https://www.newsguardtech.com) has registered in the U.S,
the UK., France, Italy, Germany and the Netherlands as delivering misinformation on
coronavirus and having a low credibility. We then sourced all social media posts from
Facebook and Twitter that linked to those pages and contained coronavirus related words
such as ‘covid’ and ‘corona’ in the posted texts or link titles.

We sourced data from the period between January 1
and April 1, which resulted in a data set of 67.840 posts 67-840 unique posts
from 18.568 different actors. Combined, the posts have
more than 6 million interactions. 18.568 actors

Our data shows that while social media companies are . .

making efforts to combat misinformation, there are 6.188.988 interactions
still substantial amounts being spread on platforms [EUEERERIED)
like Facebook and Twitter.

We used an algorithm that detects language on our dataset, and it gave us the possibility
of sorting posts by language and defining certain characteristics in the types of pages and
narratives in the posts. We qualitatively analyzed the posts in four languages: English,
Italian, French and German. On social media, the language spoken does not always
correspond to the country where it is spoken (and many languages are spoken in more than
one country), but we are confident to state that the content written in each language
corresponds roughly to the countries of U.S,, Italy, France and Germany.

ANALYSE & TAL > COMMON



WHAT DO WE MEAN BY ‘MISINFORMATION'?

Our data contains posts that share links from the 136 sites
- which according to NewsGuard - have published
‘materially false information about the virus’, have a low MIS-INFORMATION
credibility and contain key words related to coronavirus. [ERe(Eilal=ef= g EiL= gL
This does not mean that every single post in our data is FUEIE=HlaielinETelelpe

an example of misinformation, rather that every single [e=gEiRisile

post in our data is a potential piece of misinformation in
a news stream where misinformation has occurred.
Consequently, in this report, “the general spread of coronavirus misinformation” is regarded
as posts that come from sites with a low credibility and contain key words related to
coronavirus based on NewsGuard’s defintion.

We took this approach because once misinformation spreads from beyond the site where it
originates (often small, obscure fringe sites) to larger sites with low credibility,
misinformation often becomes part of the news stream and it becomes difficult to
distinguish between misinformation, information based on sources with low credibility and
reliable information. The three elements may even appear in the same feed.

Given our data set, there are two things that should be kept in mind. Our report maps
misinformation in a number of different languages, however, it does not show the totality
of misinformation globally. Besides, we did not analyze the specific role of commercial or
state sponsored actors.

ANALYSE & TAL 6 COMMON



FROM EPIDEMIC TO INFODEMIC

We have mapped the spread of coronavirus misinformation over three different
accumulated periods:

PHASE 1: THE FRINGE EPICENTER

January 1 to February 1

In the first phase, misinformation is spread almost exclusively by pages in English with a
few Italian, French and German exceptions. It begins with several conspiracy theories and
highly dubious explanations on the origin and spread of the coronavirus. The conspiracies
spread in this phase in January are:

Coronavirus is man-made and spreads so pharmaceutical companies can sell
vaccines.

The Gates Foundation is behind the fabrication of the coronavirus.

Coronavirus is man-made as a biological weapon.

Coronavirus escaped from a lab that was working on it in Wuhan.

By February 1, most of the pages in the center of the network are political pages, conspiracy
pages and alternative medicine pages - all pages outside the mainstream.
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PHASE 2: SPREAD TO OTHER LANGUAGES

February 1 to March 1

In the second phase, the network of misinformation spreads out to more pages in non-
English speaking languages and several more consolidated isles appear in the network. This

coincides with a substantially increased coronavirus related activity at the end of February.
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PHASE 3: A GLOBAL INFODEMIC
March 1 to April 1

In the third phase, the spread has developed
infodemic and thus reflects the development

to the point, where it could be called an
in the spread of the actual virus and the

accordingly media attention. The number of posts, interactions and pages involved in

spreading misinformation has -
an overview of it becomes difficult.
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MISINFORMATION INCREASES WITH THE ACTUAL CRISES

The below graph shows the daily number of posts and tweets potentially containing
misinformation on coronavirus. The number of misinformation pieces grew quickly, as the
pandemic itself, and evolved into an infodemic through March. This could indicate that any
crisis that gets the attention of the media, could lead to an upsurge in misinformation.
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While the level of posts remains high throughout March, the level of interactions peaks by
the third week and then drops. Interactions can broadly be translated into how willing
people are to engage with content. The drop could indicate that people have become more
aware of misinformation, that the measures of many governments have provided some of

the answers, people were looking for in the misinformation or that social media companies
have tackled misinformation effectively.
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PLATFORMS & ACTORS

MISINFORMATION IS SPREAD EQUALLY ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER
SPREAD

Of all the content shared from the 136 pages, Twitter accounts for 52% and Facebook for
48 % (29% from pages and 19% from groups). It may surprise that misinformation is shared
equally on Facebook and Twitter given the former’s extensive moderation efforts and
available resources. This could be due to the amount of posts on Facebook in general.

That there is an overweight of conspiracy related misinformation on coronavirus among the
most re-tweeted tweets on Twitter could be because the moderation is less intensive. The
following tweets were all in the top 20 of the most re-tweeted:

Why does Corona keep infecting elites? BTW... a medical Corona researcher says it
came from snakes. ** https://t.co/TFcOm4ScWO0 Why does Corona keep infecting
elites?

Not only do | think this is a bunch of bull, but | would not be at all surprised if China
and their globalists partners did this all on purpose to hurt @realDonaldTrump.
Change my mind. #CoronavirusPandemic #Covid_19 #COVD19
https://t.co/N83yp9CQle

Dr. Francis Boyle, an advocate against the development and use of bioweapons,
suspects COVID-19 is a weaponized pathogen that escaped from Wuhan City’s
Biosafety Level 4 facility, which was specifically set up to research coronaviruses
and SARS. https;//t.co/SGvnENRg7W

ClIA-Mockingbird MSM PROPAGANDA continues to try to DERAIL THE TRUMP
TRAIN!!!I NBC Op-Ed Blames U.S. Freedom, Praises Communist China Over COVID-
19 Response! https;//t.co/n3Bu4A2dD9 #MAGA #Trump #Mighty200 #TWGRP
#Qanon

If China’s pointing the finger @ the US, then chances are good there was nefarious
intent behind the Chinese WuFlu virus. ‘US Army Behind Covid-19 In
Wuhan': China's Foreign Ministry Levels Bombastic Charge | Zero Hedge
https://t.co/gZeMSYbwrX

Segun el experto en armas bioldgicas Francis Boyle, la evidencia sugiere que el
COVID-19 podria ser un coronavirus creado como arma biologica&gt;&gt;&gt;
https://t.co/j6eAHIBNhh #espanolmercola

11 C
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FOUR TYPES OF PAGES SPREAD MISINFORMATION GLOBALLY

We have looked at what type of pages had the most ‘successful’ misinformation posts -
that is, posts that were most widely shared and therefore contributed significantly to the
spread of misinformation. Four types of pages stand out.

1. Political pages

A piece of misinformation or an incorrect news story is used to garner political support for
a known cause or politician (or protect from criticism). This type of posts plays a part in a
political narrative more than it informs the discussion on coronavirus. Several support pages
(officially affiliated or not) for individuals and in particular the US politicians (Trump, Pence)
used coronavirus content very actively and this type of “promotion” is also found in Italy
(Salvini).

QO @ .. #2
The coronavirus has a mortality rate of 2%. The mortality rate for countries

with socialism is 100%. Socialism kills every country it comes in contact with,
folks.

#1

AMERICA’S
ANCHORMAN

WND.COM

Medical professor praises Trump for coronavirus response:
'I've never seen one handled better' - WND

OQ 3.k

192 Comments 1.9K Shares

RUSHLIMBAUGH.COM
Bernie Sanders and the Democrat Party Pose a Bigger Threat
Than the Coronavirus

789 Comments 3.9K Shares

O 12k

Misinformation is used to garner political support for a known
cause. This type of content plays a part in a political narrative
more than it informs discussions on coronavirus
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Also, several anti-immigration pages have used coronavirus misinformation to further their
narratives on the danger that immigrants and lax immigration policies pose.

= Be“:‘s,'ih'a:?s'(.‘:‘ﬁe(: # 3 Stop Censura: Cio che TV e giornali di regime non dicono. #4
Marcl at =M
8hrs- Q@
+++ Cor irus? Wirtschaftskrise? h i ? FRAGEN SIE . . . . . .
MERKEL! +++ @ Coronavirus, migranti: "Noi usciamo quando vogliamo".
des Kanzl B

gierung Coronavirus, migrants: "We go out whenever we want".

030 18 2722720 $¥ - Rate this translation

Das Infotelefon der Bundesregierung ist unter
030 18 272 2720 von Montag bis Freitag zwischen 8 und 18 Uhr erreichbar.

desE
poststelle@bundeskanzlerin.de-mail de
See Translation

STOPCENSURA INFO
Africani aggrediscono la Protezione Civile: “Razzisti, noi

usciamo quando vogliamo”
N

AV e =
<,/ } G .
rnAGE“ SIE “nKEl' & a .o 278 100 Comments 2.2K Shares
- L

Infotelefon des Kanzieramtes:

030182722120 , p—
W s

Konservativ. Freiheitlich. Unabhangig — Learn More
Deutschland Kurier

De®x« 537 Comments 2.3K Shares

On both types of political pages, the Anti-immigration pages also
misinformation is subsumed under the

political narrative and caters to the
cognitive or confirmation bias of people to further their narratives on
maI.<|ng |.t more llkely that theY will the danger that immigrants and
believe it (see for instance Michael
Shermer's The Political Brain, 2006). In  lax immigration policies pose
other words, the effectiveness on these

pages is related to the fact that we all share a well described tendency to fit new
information into our already existing world views rather than let it challenge those views.
Accordingly, if misinformation is coherent with our already existing views, we will be more
likely to accept it as true.

use coronavirus misinformation

13 C
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2. Alternative ‘health’ pages

Alternative ‘health’ pages typically mistrust conventional science and medicine and are
dedicated to alternative treatment forms - often herbs, ‘natural’ treatments and dietary
changes. They distrust recognized treatments and methods (x-rays, vaccinations, chemo,
prescription medications etc.). Here, the coronavirus misinformation is brought into a
narrative, where the alternative approach is trying to show how conventional medicine and
science are covering the ‘truth’ (or

uncapable of seeing it) and in this sense,

they share some characteristics with

conspiracy pages. Typical examples of the

alternative ‘health’ pages are: Dr. Mercola,

Dr. Mercoal en Espanol, GreenMedInfo, The

Truth About Cancer, Erin at Health Nut

News, Health Impact News, Coconot

Health, Cancer Truth, Raw Food

Revolution, National Vaccine Inform,

Collective Evolution, L’anthi-mythe vaccinal.

The coronavirus misinformation is subsumed the larger battle between conventional-
alternative and therefore also caters to people’s distrust in authorities. The audiences of
these pages could be more likely to accept the misinformation as true, because they already
distrust established scientific definitions of true and false knowledge.

The Truth About Cancer 10 GTGGNMEGIMfJ-com #
Qe? March 10 at 525 PM - @

February 10 - ¢

(OMNS Mar 3, 2020) The government of Shanghai, China has announced its
official recommendation that COVID-19 should be treated with high amounts
of intravenous vitamin C. (1) Dosage recommendations vary with severity of
iliness, from 50 to 200 milligrams per kilogram body weight per day to as
Are you surprised? We sure aren't! much as 200 mg/kg/day.

11 BREAKING: Read on to discover the truth behind what's really happening
with the coronavirus, increased censorship, and what's coming next (hint: it's
a new vaccine).

NEWS

(CANCER. BREAKING

Man-Made
Coronavirus
Kills Hundreds
i About this website
THETRUTHABOUTCANCER.COM GREENMEDINFO.COM
Man-Made Coronavirus Kills Hundreds (Bill Gates has a Shanghai Government Officially Recommends Vitamin C for
Vaccine for That) COVID-19
O®:; 15 380 Comments 2K Shares OO 516 77 Comments 722 Shares
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3. Conspiracy pages

Conspiracy pages seek to demask the world as it really is, which is covered up by authorities
(the ‘Deep State’), Big Business or a specific interests (5G) etc. The coronavirus
misinformation is typically used as a proof in the picture of this larger cover-up. The
conspiracy pages present worldviews that are so far from what we would characterize as
conventional or established knowledge that their theories on coronavirus seem travesty-
like. However, this fits with the typical content on these pages, and conspiracy narratives
tend to creep into mainstream over time (anti-vaccination, anti 5G). Examples of these type
of pages are: Conspiracy, The Mind Unleashed, Chemtrails, Réseau International, Augen Auf,
Fir Aufgewachte.

Connectiv.events - Like#g7 Waking Times # 8

March 10 at 1:12 PM February 19 - ©
NEWS . . . . .

If you dig deep enough, some disturbing connections arise between 5G and

von Eva Maria Griese the men who are developing vaccines for Coronavirus.
In Wuhan waren die Auswirkungen von Corona besonders dramatisch,
weil in der flachendeckend von 5G bestrahlten Stadt die Schnittmenge
dieser elektromagnetischen Waffen mit der Biologie eines Virus
zusammentraf. Verminderte Immunabwehr durch 5G und die fatale
Ahnlichkeit der Symptome der Strahlenkrankheit mit jenen der Grippe
kosteten tausenden Menschen das Leben. Dennoch eréffnet sich nach
all dem Chaos ein absolut positiver Ausblick!

See Translation

“ 1 About this website
WAKINGTIMES.COM

The Coronavirus 5G Connection and Coverup
Makia Freeman - The China Coronavirus 5G Connection is a very importa...

OQ ‘e 646 114 Comments 1.6K Shares

CONNECTIV.EVENTS i
Corona - Virus: mdgliche Hinterménner, Verflechtungen U’b Like D Comment /> Share

mit dem Deep State und Zusammenhang mit den...

Coronavirus misinformation is typically used as a proof in the
picture of a larger cover-up.

15 C
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4. Tabloid pages

These news sites attract audiences through exaggerated headlines and entertainment. The
Corona misinformation is used to generate clicks and thus revenue and is in other words
subsumed the commercial interests of the company. In Italy for instance, Caffeina has 3
million followers and it often had entertainment related content, gossip and stories on
coronavirus. In January, it published a post claiming that coronavirus was made in a Chinese
lab. In the example below, the headline promises to state when the pandemic is over but
the article itself does not quite do so.

Caffeina #9‘
March 13 at 12:53 AM - ©

“Coronavirus, ecco quando finira la pandemia”. Parla uno dei massimi
esperti mondiali: https://is.gd/t30I5|

See Translation

16 C
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LANGUAGES & MISINFORMATION

ENGLISH DOMINATES, FRENCH & ITALIAN COME IN SECOND & THIRD

Misinformation from the 136 pages is spreading globally from language to language but in
varying degree and intensity. Our mapping shows that English constitutes the core
language of the misinformation posts, but French, Italian, German, Spanish and Japanese
also emerge as languages with separate ecosystems of misinformation on coronavirus. That
Spanish only plays a minor role is probably because there were few Spanish pages among
the original 136 to begin with.
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As the below table shows, by far most of the posts are written in English, and many of them
have specific U.S. related content (US politicians and issues). It is quite likely that English
overall dominates but it is also because there were most pages in English to begin with.
However, a lot of the posts are also found translated into other languages.

There is roughly one fourth French posts and one eight Italian posts compared to the
number of total posts in English. Posts in Italian, however, receive almost seven times as
many interactions (likes and shares) as posts in English and more than twice as many as the
posts in French. Potentially, this means that misinformation is seven times more effective
in Italy than in the US. This may be due to the fact that Italy at the time of data collection
was hit extremely hard by the coronavirus and this may have provoked very strong feelings
making people more likely to react and interact with content.

Language top 10 Total number Number of posts and tweets with COVID-19 Interaction per piece of
of interactions related links low credibility sources misinformation

1702648
1700211
1644445
707686
73465
27150
9321
3763

3331
3088

1
2
3
4
)
6
7
8
9

=
(=}

The earlier described four types of pages (political, alternative ‘health’, conspiracy and
tabloid) are present in the U.S, France, Germany and Italy and potentially provide a
framework for understanding the spread of misinformation in other countries. However,
there are also national differences in the four countries that set them apart individually
and the narratives and dominant type of pages vary from country to country.
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UNITED STATES: PARTISAN POLITICS AND ALTERNATIVE HEALTH

Misinformation and the spread of news with low credibility in the US. has two
characteristics that stand out in comparison to Italy, France and Germany.

Coronavirus is being politized and used in the partisan domestic political fight.

There are a number of Donald Trump support pages (to what extent they are officially
affiliated has not been possible to determine) that contribute to the spread of
misinformation and/or very low credibility news stories on coronavirus. Individually, these
pages do not have extensive reach in a U.S. context, but taken together, they have several
million followers. One narrative sticks out: Democrats have ‘weaponized’ the issue to further
their own gains.

Jackie Newman shared a link # 1 " @ WND N # 1 1
P March 112t5:26 P\ March 5 at 8:00 PM - ©

» ) i rerything, why is? ‘
Another disgusting, full of hate liberal. & Democr.a?s weaponize everything, why not this? Remember ... don't let a
good crisis go to waste

WND.COM
‘Comedian’ Patton Oswalt fantasizes about Trump fans dying Poll: 60% of GOP think media using coronavirus to hurt
of coronavirus infection - WND president - WND
[ POERLS 2.8K Comments 1.2K Shares OBk 930 Comments 2.8K Shares

Colorado for Donald Trump 2020 # 1 3--
Trump "The People's President” # 1 2 @) March9at446AM - G
February 25 at 3:51 PM - §

Rush Limbaugh ol Like Page
March 6 at 10:22 PM - §

Have you noticed that the Democrats and the media criticism of the
Trump administration on coronavirus is starting to vanish?

RUSHLIMBAUGH.COM
Overhyped Coronavirus Weaponized Against Trump
RUSH: Now, | want to tell you the fruth about the coronavirus.

i About this website
RUSHLIMBAUGH.COM

QOs®s 4 Comments Why Den"ls Are Backing Off on Blaming Trump for the
Coronavirus

Oss 6 Comments 5 Shares
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In the data set, there were very few open Democratic support pages, but one was found. It
was a support page for Obama (its affiliation was not possible to establish) and Democratic
politics more broadly. It used the coronavirus to claim that Trump is willing to let millions
of Americans die to deal with his own political crisis.

Q The President Obama Coalition #14

2hrs-

7

The President
Obama Coalition

@presidentobamacoalition

Home
About
Photos
Posts
Notes

Community

OQ oy 969 158 Comments 483 Shares Create a Page

Alternative health pages play a prominent role in spreading misinformation

The alternative health pages are numerous and several of them have more than a million
followers, making them an important part of the spread of misinformation. They have
posted statements about vitamin C being an effective cure for coronavirus, but also the
conspiracy theory that the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation was responsible for the
coronavirus outbreak. A possible reason why these pages are so prevalent in the U.S. and
not in Europe probably has to do with the latter’s stricter marketing laws concerning health
products.
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O Health Impact News # 1 6
January 26-

Did Bill Gates & World Economic Forum Predict Coronavirus Quibreak? Will
There be an Internet Blackout to Control Information?

In this report we take an inside look at Event 201, which took place in NYC
on October 18 2019. Event 201 is a high-level pandemic exercise hosted by
the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security in partnership with the World
Economic Forum and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

This is extremely fascinafing because this pandemic simulation exercise of
coronavirus took place about 6 weeks before the first iliness from the
coronavirus was actually reported in Wuhan China!

That is one hell of a coincidence if you believe in that sort of thing. Another
fascinating connection, is the fact that not only did the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation participate in and help set up the pandemic simulation of
a coronavirus outbreak. but they just so happen to fund the group who owns
the patent to the deadly coronavirus and are already working on a vaccine to
solve the current crisis. Again an incredible coincidence...

In this report you will see footage from inside the event as the members of
the emergency epidemic board in this simulation, which consists of
representatives from major banks. the UN, the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, Johnson and Johnson, logistical powerhouses, the media as
well as officials from China and America’'s CDC just to name a few.

This simulation also includes news reports that were fabricated just for this
exercise, please keep that in mind because they are eerily similar to reports
we are currently seeing regarding this real world coronavirus outbreak.
Read the full story here: https://healthimpactnews.com/.../did-bill-gates-

world-econom.../

LTHIMPACTNEWS.COM
Did Bill Gates & World Economic Forum Predict Coronavirus
Outbreak? Will There be an Internet Blackout to Control...

60 Comments 346 Shares

Raw Food Revolution # 1 8
F 243t 0:45PM - ©

Very interesting article....you know. doctors could completely pass over this
proven life-saving treatment because it is too inexpensive. Make sure you
are in the know incase you need it

—— . - -

§ About this website
HEALTHNUTNEWS.COM

Vitamin C Works for Sepsis. Will It Work for Coronavirus?
Sepsis is a life-threatening condition triggered by aN infection that causes.

Q0 2

22 Comments 98 Shares
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Did Bill Gates & World Economic Forum Predict Coronavirus Qutbreak? Will
There be an Internet Blackout to Control Information?

In this report we take an inside look at Event 201, which ook place in NYC
on October 18 2019. Event 201 is a high-level pandemic exercise hosted by
the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security in partnership with the World
Economic Forum and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

This is extremely fascinating because this pandemic simulation exercise of
coronavirus took place about 6 weeks before the first iliness from the
coronavirus was actually reported in Wuhan China!

That is one hell of a coincidence if you believe in that sort of thing. Another
fascinating connection, is the fact that not only did the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation participate in and help set up the pandemic simulation of
a coronavirus outbreak. but they just so happen to fund the group who ovns
the patent to the deadly corenavirus and are already working on a vaccine to
solve the current crisis. Again an incredible coincidence. ..

In this report you will see footage from inside the event as the members of
the emergency epidemic board in this simulation, which consists of
representatives from major banks, the UN, the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, Johnson and Johnson, logistical powerhouses, the media as
well as officials from China and America’s CDC just to name a few.

This simulation also includes news reports that were fabricated just for this
exercise, please keep that in mind because they are eerily similar to reports
we are currently seeing regarding this real world coronavirus outbreak.

Read the full story here: https://healthimpactnews.com/.../did-bill-gates-
worid-econom. ../

i About this websie
HEALTHIMPACTNEWS.COM

Did Bill Gates & World Economic Forum Predict Coronavirus
Outbreak? Will There be an Internet Blackout to Control...

0w®

6 Comments 55 Shares

n Needle Acupuncture, Herbal & Medical Sup#r1 9
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False Information
Checked by independent fact-checkers

@ SeeLink

HEALTHIMPACTNEWS.COM
Vitamin C Protects Against Coronavirus
The coronavirus pandemic can be dramatically slowed. or stopped, with th
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ITALY: ANTI-IMMIGRATION AND SALVINI SUPPORT

In Italy, there are two features that are significant in the spread of misinformation.
The anti-immigrant discourse

Several pages are explicitly anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim and there are many
coronavirus news stories related to anti-immigrant topics and sentiment. These stories are
then spread on a much broader spectrum of pages.

The most widely spread news story in Italy during the period of investigation was the below
story about two Italians caught on a sailboat off the coast of Tunisia, who were put in
quarantine, while 'ltaly receives boat refugees carelessly'. The link to VoxNews.Info (an anti-
immigrant website that has published coronavirus misinformation but bears no relation to
the American Vox) was posted by a page called ‘No Islam Italia’ and was shared more than
10.000 times.

No Islam Italia #2 0‘
March 4 at 12:03AM - &
; } A

VOXNEWS INFO
Tunisia vieta sbharco a italiani: noi chi sbarca lo mettiamo in
hotel

QDS 282 56 Commem

The third most shared post during the period, was one linking to the same story. This time,
the link was shared by an unofficial page dedicated to people serving in the Italian army. It
was shared more than eight thousand times.
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Forze Armate

Italiane FF. AA

Home :

Iconosquare vb Like ) Follow = A Share m © Send Message
Videos

Photos Q Forze Armate ltaliane FF. AA. +s+ Community

Posts Merch 4 2t 1203AM - ©

About

Community

 Creae aPage |

Tunisia vieta sbarco a italiani: noi chi sbarca lo mettiamo in

hotel
Pages Liked by This Page >

OBs «

n . F Sy li.infc

Many Matteo Salvini support pages

There are several support pages for Matteo Salvini (to what extent they are officially
affiliated has not been possible to determine) and these contributed to the spread of
misinformation on coronavirus. In many cases, the misinformation coupled with anti-
immigrant stories. They typically shared stories from FoxNews.Info and Stopcensura.info
that Newsguard describes as “A news website with an undisclosed anti-immigrant agenda
that frequently publishes false and misleading information”. The links to stories from
Stopcensura.info were almost all removed from the pages (possibly by Facebook’s
moderation teams).

Non facciamo miracoli
 all ia di = &
ma, alla faccia di %

%

insulti e attacchi
a reti unificate, }
vi assicure che '

10 non moLo! &

u This post has been removed or could not be loaded ‘

\l Pensioni Ultime News
o

23 C

ANALYSE & TAL COMMON



MATTEO SALVINI,
E GIORGIA
MELONI PER UN
ITALIA SICURAE
STABILE!
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Photos
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FRANCE: CONSPIRACIES ABOUND

Misinformation in France is in large part spread by several, commercially driven conspiracy
sites, many of which have unclear ownership structures and extremely low credibility.

The page ‘La verité sur notre monde’ (The truth about our world’) has a following of close
to a million followers and is responsible for 11 out the 30 most widely shared posts during
the period in France. The pages are linked to lesmoutonsrebelles (rebel sheep) that
according to NewsGuard regularly publishes conspiracy theories and false information on
coronavirus and other topics.

m m SI VOUS N'ETES PAS VIGILANTS,
-3 LES MEDIAS ARRIVERONT A VOUS
~ v FAIRE DETESTER LES GENS
OPPRIMES ET AIMER CEUX
La vérité sur notre QUI LES OPPRIMENT.

monde
MALCOLM X

Site et page d'information

d'actualités indépendant Folloved by 868,611 people wb Like  Share

They have posted several stories on the use of Chloroquine as a remedy against coronavirus.

eh La vérité sur notre monde # 2 9 ‘ﬂ La veérité sur notre monde Y
"' February 26 at 9:00 AM - © =9 2hrs- & # 3 o
Ce traitement montrerait des signes d'efficacité contre le coronavirus selon @ [VIDEO] An infected doctor says he has self-managed of, his condition
un institut de Marseille improved in 24 hours. (information to be taken with caution)

This treatment would show signs of efficiency against the coronavirus
according to an institute of Marseille

## - Hide original - Rate this translation i

%+ - See original - Rate this translation

Medecin & Paris, contamné par l:;l(;Nl) 19, s'auto-soigne & la Chioroguine
CHLOROQUINE : UN MEDECIN MALADE RACONTE
i
LESMOUTONSREBELLE M
Un médecin infecté dit s’étre auto-administré de la

Ce traitement montrerait des signes d'efficacité contre le
coronavirus selon un institut de Marseille Chloroquine, son état s'est amélioré en 24h

Q 10 37 Comments 73 Shares oo o 921 253 Comments 1K Shares

Additionally, there have been post about coronavirus being a biological weapon. The below
three posts are all typical examples of misinformation on coronavirus as a biological
weapon.
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Réseau International # 3 1 Wikistrike Officiel # 2 Le Nouvel Ordre Mondial # 3 3
ebruary 28 at 6:52 AM - © W Febrary7-@ 78) Febuary 13 @
by Olivier Renault Professor Francis Boyle1, expert on biological

weapons, explains to Observer Continental that the COVID-18 virus is a
biological weapon straight out of American laboratories. * The coronavirus

was designed as a weapon to spread effectively in the human population *

with the complicity of the National Institutes of Health " (NIH) [779 more (]

:‘f’"’s] » o . Partly False Information
ps:/ir nevira -une-arme- Checked by independent fact-checkers

biologique-parfaite

i\

> See Link NOUVELORDREMONDIAL CC

i Le sénateur Tom Cotton demande a Pékin de prouver que le

WIKISTRIKE.COM
coronavirus n'est pas une arme biologique alors qu'une autr...

Le Dr Francis Boyle, créateur de la loi américaine sur les
armes biologiques affirme que le coronavirus est une arme ...

Os 4 Shares

O 2 Comments 18 Shares

«Le COVID-19, une arme biologique parfaite»

par Olivier Renault Le pr

()

fesseur Francis Boyle1, expert en ce qui concer

469 32 Comments 122 SI

GERMANY - ANTI-IMMIGRATION AND FRINGE CONSPIRACY

In Germany, two agendas stand out, an anti-immigrant spread of misinformation and an
ecosystem of smaller conspiracy pages.

Anti-immigrant spread of misinformation

There are several German news sites that have overtly anti-immigrant attitudes and low
credibility that share misinformation on coronavirus:

Deutschland Kurier e # 3 5
February 28 at 1217 PM - @

+++ #Coronavirus: Da lacht das Migranten-Herz — nix Abschiebung mehr! Deutschlandi ’Kurie

+++ Bis mindestens Ende Marz nimmt Italien keine Asylbewerber mehr
zurick, die andere EU-Staaten wie vor allem Deutschiand dorthin geme
zuruckschieben wurden.

& https:/; deutschland-kurier.org/coronavirus-da-lacht-da.../ 'ABOUT DEUTSCHLAND KURIER

Konservativ. Freiheitlich. Unabhangig

COMPACT-Magazin

Home
See Translation
Videos - ime Liebe Leserinnen und Leser
Deutschland¢*Kurier
@ e = S e
February 29 at6:11 PM - & Y\ vorgesetzt wird? Sie

Is the new Coronavirus Covid-19 a mix of an HIV pathogen and an old See More
coronavirus made in a bioweapons lab? Does Microsoft founder Bill Gates
have anything to do with the emergence of infectious disease? Read our
Community See All

detailed fact check, some of the answers will surprise you

This book says everything you need to know to be prepared for a i 51,298 people like this

pandemic: https:/bit.ly/3ciNt4Z R\ 62,781 people follow this

¢ - See original - Rate this translation

About See All
@ www.deutschland-kurier org

(53 News & Media Website

Corona-Virus:
- .

Da lacht das Migranten-Herz -

I"IIX AbSChIEbung mehl’ 0 Page Transparency See More
.. Facebook is showing information fo help you better
o )

(D Impressum

¢ Suggest Edits

understand the purpose of 2 Page. See actions taken by
the people who manage and post content

D% 271 Comments 416 Shares {2 Page created - January 25, 2019

About this website
COMPACT-ONLINE.DE

Faktencheck: Ist das Coronavirus eine Biowaffe von Bill
Gates?

03 @ 251 121 Comments 182 Shares
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Their posts are shared by several other pages:

&)\ Verein Recht und Freiheit #36
% March 11 at 7:20 PM - ©

Das Geschaft mit der Corona-Krise:
Welche dubiose Rolle spielt Gutmensch-Milliardar Bill Gates?

www.deutschland-kurier.org/das-geschaeft-mit-der-corona-kr.../
See Translation

DEUTSCHLAND-KURIER.ORG
Das Geschaft mit der Corona-Krise: Welche dubiose Rolle
spielt Gutmensch-Milliardar Bill Gates? — Deutschland Kurier

OB o 14 Comments 78 Shares

@ Like O Comment £ Share

Journalistenwatch.com # 3 7’

.Pu March 22 at 12:01AM - §

2,021 Views

Jouwatch 1 Like Page
March 21 at 11:56 PM - @

Bilder aus Lesbos. Diese Kinder missen wir natdrlich unbedingt nach Deutschland
holen. Gerade in Krisenzeiten brauchen wir sie

Pictures from Lesvos. Of course, we absolutely have to bring these children to
Germany. Especially in times of crisis, we need them.
£ - Hide original - Rate this translation

@D 2 4 Comments 16 Shares

The video above shows young people presumably on Lesbos throwing rocks and being met
by Police forces and teargas, and the post sarcastically states that we absolutely must bring
these children to Germany in the current situation.
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An ecosystem of smaller conspiracy pages

There are lots of smaller conspiracy pages that spread misinformation and conspiracy
theories on coronavirus.

watergate.tv # 39’
0 AUGENAUF o #38 @ March 17 at 1:55 PM - §

March 4 at 4

ES GIBT EINE VERBINDUNG ZWISCHEN DEM #CORONAVIRUS UND REMINDER: Greta's wild attack against the " elderly " destroying their
#56 world.... now continues with others +++ Young and left vs " old " in tweet:

Die China-Coronavirus-SG-Verbindung ist ein sehr wichtiger Fakior beim Glad that Corona virus is " getting away " the elderly .... Hate speech from
Versuch, den Ausbruch des Coronavirus (fruher abgekirzt 2019-nCoV, jetzt getling away Yo p

COVID-19) zu verstehen young and left - where is the excitement? Please SHARE the post

Verschiedene unabhangige Forscher uberall im Intemet haben seit etwa 2-3 ¢ - See original - Rate this translation
Wochen die Verbindung Coronavirus-5G hervorgehoben, obwohl Google
(als selbst ernannter NWO-Chefzensor) sein bestes tut, um alle

Such 2U Vi ken und Zu gen, die die Verbindung

aufzeigen

Die Verbindung Coronavirus-5G bedeutet nicht, dass die Biowaffen-
Verbindung falsch sei (es geht hier nicht um ein Entweder-oder), sondem
enweitert den Umfang des gesamten Ereignisses. Wuhan war eine der
Teststadte, die fur die Einflhrung von 5G in China ausgewahit wurden; 5G
ging dort am 31. Oktober 2019 in Betrieb, fast genau zwei Monate vor dem
Beginn des Ausbruchs des Coronavirus

Weiterlesen im link
https:/transinformation.net/es-gibt-eine-verbindung-zwisc

See Translation

i

False Information WATERGATE. TV
Checked by independent fact-checkers

Hilfe: Wer schiitzt die Alten vor DIESEN Menschen?
Vermutlich kennen Sie Meike Lobo nicht, mdglicherweise aber ihren Mann...

@D 54 52 Comments 137 Shares

TRANSINFORMATION.NET
Es gibt eine Verbindung zwischen dem Coronavirus und 5G

Von Makia Freeman, Gastautor, HumansAreFree.com, am 19. Februar 20. r ‘ | r ‘ \ r 1 #41
0% 2 6 Comments 13 Shares 4 4 o L

Unbequem. Unkonventionell. Unangepasst.

#40

. wLike 3\ Follow A Share =« Learn More @ Send Message
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has not only funded the

development of the Corona virus. In October 2019, Gates already

predicted the deaths of 65 million people from the virus @ watergate.tv «s+ Community See Al

The corona virus is currently undergoing around is by no means natural February 24 - © Wl 47,394 people like this

onigin. On June 19, 2015, the UK government funded Pirbright Institute CORONA virus thought differently: ltaly seals entire cities - what's behind N\ 40758 people folow this

filed a patent for the Corona virus approved on November 20, 2018 it? Over many days, politics and authorities are downright now - suddenly h

Suspiciously, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is a *main financier”
of the Pirbnght Institute. The corona virus is patented and registered with
the European Patent Office under the number EP3172319A1 Patent
holder is the Pirbright Institute *. More in the article

o

See original - Rate this translation

Werner Altnickel -
Globale Vergiftung
durch Chemtrails &

HAARP

False Information feet
“hecked by independent fact-checkers Oscussen
Members
Events.
See Why Videos
Photos
Files.
. i Members 23 ¢52 Dansk  Poiski Espafiol | 4
@ SeeLink

ANONYMOUSNEWS RU
Bill Gates prognostizierte 65 Mio. Tote durch Corona-Virus

Die Bill Gates Stiftung hat nicht nur die Entwicklung des Corona-Virus

B0
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PERSPECTIVES & RECOMMENDATIONS

MISINFORMATION IS USED TO FURTHER OTHER AGENDAS

We set out to show how misinformation on coronavirus spread globally and to find possible

explanations as to why that was.

We showed that misinformation on coronavirus began
with a few limited conspiracies that were shared and
spread by fringe sites. Later, misinformation became a
more integral part of other discourses and pages closer
to the mainstream, and it spread from one language to

another.

Our findings show that much of the dissemination of
coronavirus misinformation occurred when brought into
different arguments on especially political and health-
related views and issues on social media. Political support groups, conspiracy theorists,
alternative news pages and tabloid media use misinformation to achieve their own goals -
votes, support, attention and clicks. They exploit the massive interest in the issue that

naturally arises during a pandemic.

Our findings also indicate that when misinformation is accepted and spread by users, it
probably often happens because it is presented in a context where the user will have a
strong cognitive bias towards accepting it. Simply because the misinformation post fits in

the user’s worldview.

Furthermore, the analysis also pointed to specific national or linguistic characteristics in
the misinformation that must be taken into account in order to understand how it spreads

online.

ANALYSE & TAL

Finally, the analysis showed that the country
hardest hit by coronavirus (Italy) at the time of our
data collection, also was the country where people
interacted most with misinformation and
information from low credibility sources. In other
words, data indicates that the harder we are hit by
a catastrophe like a pandemic, the more likely we
become to interact with misinformation and the
more effective it becomes. Hence, the insecurity of
the pandemic situation itself makes us more
vulnerable to conceive misinformation as reliable
information.
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FIGHTING MISINFORMATION

Governments around the world are fighting the spread of misinformation with various
means. Our analysis indicates that there are two basic elements of misinformation that
must be dealt with in different ways. The first is the actual spread of misinformation on
specific platforms, and the second is the underlying causes making people more likely to
accept misinformation as true. On top that, governments should also fight misinformation
by targeting the goals of the described four types of pages.

We propose the below conceptual frameworks as models for governments to prevent and
respond to the current and future infodemics. One very important aspect in the fight against
misinformation is that it often comes to light as part of a legitimate democratic
conversation. Thus, we should not go down the road of prohibiting it. Rather, we should
give authorities and civil society organizations the means to engage in and qualify that
conversation.

Summary table of overall recommendations for governments

Short term Medium term Long term

Actual spread Strengthen
authorities’
capability to
communicate on
social media and in
polarized

environments

Set up early warning Build civil society
systems and capacity to engage
prioritize to address  with misinformation
misinformation

Underlying causes

Understand where
exposure to
misinformation is
highest

Support
independent fact
checkers and social
media analysts to

Set up educational
programs to teach

informational and

digital literacy.

understand
misinformation

Short term

Governments and health authorities need to understand, who is most exposed to
misinformation. They need to understand what parts of the digital media landscape are
most inclined to spread misinformation and least likely to come across official news.

Governments must play a role in detecting these echo-chambers and cannot only rely on
social media companies to tackle misinformation. Our analysis points to big national
differences in the dissemination of misinformation. Governments should strengthen their
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capability to communicate on social media and in polarized environments. They should also
establish social media crisis operation centers on a national level that can monitor
misinformation on the relevant topic. They should have all relevant organizations and
experts engage with the sites and pages in question, so the conspiracies are not allowed to
spread without comments from professionals.

Governments and health authorities should go to great lengths to explain the topic at hand
as well as the dangers of misinformation and make sure that the information also reaches
the fringes of the internet. Governments should make partnership with all relevant civil
society organizations (or any membership organization that is willing and capable of
reaching people who might distrust government institutions) to spread credible information
to as many as possible.

Medium term

Governments should set up early warning systems that could detect increase in topic-
related misinformation spread on social media. Due to the vast amount of viral
misinformation, they need to be able to prioritize the misinformation they want to address.
This could be done by prioritizing content that are 1) most viral and 2) most harmful.

To fight misinformation governments should financially support ecosystems of
independent news organizations, fact-checkers and social media analysts to map and
understand the spread of misinformation nationally and develop instruments such as
labelling in terms of credibility.

Long term

Government should build the civil society capacity to detect and engage with
misinformation. Democratic societies will always have an amount of misinformation on any
given topic. That is the nature of a democracy. In order to fight misinformation with respect
or the rules of a democracy, supporting a number of actors who can engage in the
democratic discussion based on reliable information and knowledge is a better way forward
than prohibiting false information.

Governments should build population-wide resilience towards misinformation through
national strategies to educate people in informational and digital literacy. Governments
should try to understand the underlying issues and concerns of people that engage with
the pages and sites that spread misinformation.
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Targeting the specific goals of the pages that spread misinformation

Page type Goal Measure

Government officials should try to reach out to
political parties and provide data and information.
But in reality, authorities are at the mercy of the
political parties when it comes to misinformation.

Political

Alternative Support and Health authorities should enter into dialogue with
health sale of health sceptics even on their pages if the risk it presents is
products severe enough.

Conspiracy Attention Governments should accept that there will always
be conspiracies but monitor their reach. Authorities
should enhance their presence in formats that
better reach audiences, e.g. Facebook, Twitter,
YouTube and Instagram.

Tabloid Government should inform social media platforms
of click bait misinformation that comes from
commercial platforms outside of Facebook.

Political Pages

Political pages that use misinformation to gather support and ultimately votes most often
use polarizing tactics. This means that we should fight polarization itself. Government
officials should try to reach out to political parties and provide data and information. But
authorities are at the mercy of the political parties when it comes to misinformation

Alternative health pages

Alternative health pages seek support for their agendas and enhance the sales of products
offered on (some of) their pages. Therefore, authorities should enter into dialogue with
the users present on these pages so that dangerous or misleading guides and information
is not left unanswered. Depending on the national legislation, stricter marketing laws for
health products could also be a way forward.
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Conspiracy pages

Conspiracy pages seek support and recognition for their world views. They are a
legitimate search for meaning in a chaotic world and will always be here. Governments
should not try to shut them down but rather monitor their reach and enhance their own
presence on platforms like Facebook, YouTube and Instagram.

Tabloid pages

Tabloid pages that deliberately use misinformation as click bait make money in ways that
endanger people and democracies. Governments should notify the relevant social media
platforms of this type of page when encountered who could take them down or hamper
their reach.
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